The discovery and excavation of human remains found in an ancient river terrace of the Maribyrnong R. near Keilor, Victoria, are described. The remains were in a shallow grave sealed by three feet of undisturbed soil. Radiocarbon analysis indicates that the bones are about 6460 years old.
Introduction
In August 1965 fossil human bones were found in a pit (from which garden soil is excavated for sale) near Keilor The soil pit was about nine feet deep where the bones were found, and they were visible in position in the more or less vertical face of the pit, at a depth of about 3 ft 6 in. from the surface. The present surface of the ground is here the original natural surface, and it has not been disturbed by the removal of soil. The bones appeared to be lying on a slightly concave surface. A cranium could be seen on the right-hand side as viewed in the face of the pit, and other bones extended to the left. The whole covered about three feet laterally. Apart from the cranium, the various bones visible could not be clearly identified. Some had been disturbed and broken away when they were uncovered by the front-end loader used for excavating the soil. Some of the dislodged bones and fragments were recovered from the loose earth at the foot of the face, and amongst these there was a fragment of a frontal bone with part of the margin of one orbit and part of the supra-orbital ridge, and this was clearly human, o'ther fragments, and two teeth, were recovered later, but no doubt some were lost in soil removed from the pit. It was assumed that the bones were the remains of a human skeleton.
There was evidence of some disturbance of the soil immediately above the bones, but apart from this there was no sign of a grave. An examination of the soil face showed that the bones were covered by about three feet of apparently undisturbed soil and alluvial sediment. This deposit is part of a river terrace, the https://doi.org/10. 24199/j.mmv.1970.30.02 Memoirs of the National Museum of 
• (Fig. 3A) . It (Fig. 3) .
As well as these evidences of burning there was (as previously mentioned) burnt earth in the filling of the grave, and this presumably came from some burnt area adjacent to the grave and upon the surface into which the grave was dug. It N.Z., 6460 ± 190 B.P. (Fig. 3, 1) .
Estimations of age have also been made from samples of charcoal found in the vicinity of the grave V-63, 8155 ± 130 B.P. (Fig. 3, 2 V-65, 8155 ± 130 B.P. (Fig. 3, 2) . Charcoal collected from a large mass of wood burnt in situ, apparently tree roots, at R.L. 54 ft 9 in., about 4 ft 3 in. below the top of the grave and 2 ft E. of it.
V-64, 8990 ± 150 B.P. (Fig. 3, 3) 
